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Tours

Stormin’ Across Eastern Kansas

Although our designa
eastern Kansas is all on-pavement, J
Armitage and | will take our dual-s
offroad at every opportuniy
during tfive days. I'm expecti

t a few more dings on my 20

Monday (200 miles):
Searching for Big Brutus

Bright sunshine ar m femperc
tures greet our departure from Arkansas
City, Kansas, as we roll easton US 16
A left turn quickly has us desc
nto rich bottomland, snaking
along Gro & past farms and
grazing cattle

onUS 166

interesti
and stop for an early
General Store. Annually, son
visi come her

an-era stores on M

intende:
The funny tt

really care, because ridi
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Quite a few people who haven't been to Kansas have formed their impressions of the state by watching
a movie made in 1939. The Wizard of Oz, filmed in a Hollywood studio, portrays Kansas as hot, dry,
tornado-ridden and tabletop flat. While this may be a somewhat apt description of western Kansas, the
state’s eastern region has a surprisingly hilly topography. And our five-day tour through this enchanting
prairie landscape turns out to be anything but dry.
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© Though heavily laden, the KLR ably Grouse Creek.

und around the rugged rep ort arse useda fo carry YHO

(TR

of the
fun, and thr
liminal land navic the road seball pitcher
eventually leac ( yville t a resident of Coffeyville his rly SUITO severa
\r‘v’hf"(—:‘ we wQC € . all ¢ C C S fin 10r ni est = B )| ) T 3 ant. B\J EV‘J’H‘V IS ]C stories
h and weighs million pounds
School in Rockville, Maryland, not fc mighty earthmover, now retired
nir guing, so we stop for a tou he from Washir gton, U h the Wast an around the clock
Museum chronicles how four brave Cof ngton Senators’ farr tche came ut house-sized chunks of Kans

[H},’\“H'? cihzens |

ost their lives in the a baseball e

1892 shootout that bro

the murder P;y late afterncon L oY eading served museum and tourist attrac fion
include guns, saddles photo hs 2N us north toward our first d estination Adventuresome visitors can climb inside

r'n'w"\':mtnh/ after the raid, a fu zed but we first have o ace B\_@; Brutus’s cabin, with its aircraft
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carrier-like dimensions, and then climb

to the top of the shovel

In historic Fort Scolt, we meet Ed
Mcliney for a delicious dinner at Rusty's
Restaurant. Ed, a member of the dual
sport club Backroads Touring — Kansas
has graciously volunteered to be our
off-pavement tour guide on Tuesday
While strolling through the Fort S
National Historic Site after dinner, E

explains that Fort Scott was among nir
forts originally planned to form a
from the Great Lakes to New Orlea
They were to separate proposed Nativ
'.‘\”]ﬁ"i( an |U”d?: ff(,l”'\ \'v/hl'(' sef

and protect settlers

Tuesday (180 miles): To Atchison
on the Missouri River
We wake to low

drizzlin

astand

ain on Tuesday morning. E

and another cl

on his KLR, for the mc
1y's ride. Qur ¢

roughly follows

ment route

pronounced Kw

through the

of alternating layers of

e, and shale, 1

irnett, the rain abates while we
enjoy tasty fare at Maloan’s Restaurant

on the fown square An avid historian of

Tours
the area ells us about the “Bleeding
Kansas” s, immediately before the
Civil War. Popular vote would determine
whether Kansas entered the Union as
a e or a free state. Both pro-and anti-
slavery forces from other states z;ugm
to influence the outcome wu,|u:,im_;} the
H‘:‘.A]Y‘”:”‘v (:l,]('lw“\"r'\“;~ h"‘ ' own T“(A.
for finally prevailed,

ter numerous armed con-

After lunch, Eric departs for
home and the three of us continue on

toward Atct

Now, late in the ¢

darkens, and it won't be long

ntense thunde n overta
Leaver th, we slop Ir front of the famous
federal penitentiary to bid Ed farewell
Outside of the t ring 404foothigh walls
of the prison, guarc patrolling in trucks

One of them st

seeming to take an

"mp\»ﬂw y black
1 lightning bolts pound the earth. A

shiver runs up my spine

O Big Brutus dominates the landscape near West Mineral.
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© After three hours spent negotiating three miles of Kansas Gumbo, dry road at last!

As we make a quick departure, I'm
praying there isn't a super cell in this
system that will spawn a torr
ing north on the Glacial Hills Scenic
Byway, we're unable to appreciate, or
even see, the scenic splendor promised
by this route. When the rain and wind
become too intense, we pull off on the
road’s shoulder for a few minutes. Prc
L(‘(_‘d\”(; T](l(ii" st pace, we '\' r \:H‘y'
amve IV/‘\'( )H‘.‘)H ‘-‘-""‘:f":' m 'L},J}’J‘J:“‘)’ ||w‘(
sky has cleared. Whew — that's enough

excitement for one very long day

Wednesday (120 miles):
Following the Pony Express
to Marysville

Overcast skies an |ic'm"m;ﬁ,‘ rain
start our day on Wednesday morning
Before leaving Atchison, we y a visit
tothe b V'thlr:fﬂ of Amelia Earhart, her
gf{)”(,fp(}l""ti ‘WH” e. It's now a museum
h“r unt H'UH(X'[‘I‘.‘ IS ‘J‘C‘LJ foaay
Standing ac the street on a bluff

eflect

high above the Missouri River, | r
)

on the enduring mystery of o
pearance some 70 years ag

line of investigation sugge

may have 'uUfCE?%SfU“.\," rash-landed her scra oking fown situc n this north

airplane on a $ east corner of the stc

1o fUF("’T e of a aoom as Y. ewl \’\\',MKL v

ste. The diaries of

elr famous

We may never know for sure (e on up the Missouri River

first records of the loway Indians

the northern er f the Glacia bw.‘uj who still liv

Hills Scenic Byway the rain stops and the

sun ;,(:DL‘R thr )\,tﬂl the ¢ s, If J)'W‘)’ fora The H[H|y endoy

short time. White Cloud, Kansas, is a hard of glacial till spreads

O Downtown Ft. Scott retains its 19th-century charm.
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andsc 0 y Fx;vms
Is origina location. The

ick and forth along

me stations

30 Is K wn locally
imills,” owing to the many farm
the route still using this ni

fechnology forp umping

ther Pony Express stations. This v

Jh Mar VSV

the surface. The r

an arrov fing historical affractior advertisement

the ride a little more interesting, we is touring the Pony Exp

one mile north to an n 1859, the barn is the only original
WANTED

O An iconic landmark: the Young wiry fellc

Not over eighteen

Must be expert riders

w\”\m] to risk death

M_‘d,

18 months the Pony Express
183 young men rode sections
mile route from St
o Sacramento, CA
"hursday (180 miles):
Into the Flint Hills

Thursday morning. It's a diff

erent
day, but the same old rain story. Today,
though, fog has been added to the mix
Because the ground has been soaked

for several days, we forgo any off-pave
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fition
race across the
U”\,J f‘ lf:h {""
tween the y C ine and the

ine. The turbulent wake

— 7 an important
slog south ) Y RaZa — 5l ¥ haulers on the nta Fe T
e old aphorism: “That wh : i
U stre s st : Friday (170 miles):
1 ; Surviving Kansas Gumbo
After lunch we finc s P = 2 i It's still raining Frid i
0 and 4

© Chase County Courthouse is a well-
known landmark in the Flint Hills.

in, the Flint Hi
|

O “Lost” in the Chautauqua Hills, but having too much fun to stop.
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During the first part of the morning
gravel roads follow ridge tops, which
vide plenty of traction. Unknown to
and the other Kansas riders, who don'tlive
in the immediate ord rainfall over
the last four days has washed sticky clay
soil, aka Kansas Gumbo, from higher ele-

vations (’JT)‘N"I onto ‘CV«"KE"“;/VTH C'ee"\ TC‘GC!S

I'm the first to have problems with

deep mud on Camp Wood Road, where

The Courtland Hotel & Day Spa
121 E. 1¢ Street

Ft. Scott, KS 66701

(620) 223-0098

www.courtlandhotel.com

Fort Scott was a major railway
hub in the early twentieth century. The
Courtland Hotel, builtin 1906, primarily
provided the overnight accommodations
needed by railroad workers awaiting
their next train assignments Acquired
and lovingly restored several years ago
by Frank and Cheryl Adamson, the
hotel features a spacious lobby and
grand stairway, Cheryl’s day spa, and
sixteen cozy rooms that retain the charm
and ambiance of bygone days. A conti-
f‘.e”k]‘ bf()(]k[(]b{ ‘\S SCIVQ(J e(]ch Iﬂorﬂ\"g

in the lobby.

t follows the Cottonwood River. Making
the mistake of trying to climb out of the
ruts onto what appeared to be more
solid ground, my KLR sinks deeply into
the soft mud, clogging the rear and
front tires. Once the sticky combo of
rocks and clay binds the wheels, | begin
a slow-motion demonstration, for all to
see, of how gravity works when a heavily
laden two-wheeled vehicle loses its

forward motion

St. Martin’s Bed & Breakfast
324 Santa Fe Street

Atchison, KS 66002

(913) 367-4964

www.stmartin Sb(l n d b com

John Settich and his wife Janet fulfilled
a dream in 1993 when they returned to
Atchison so that John could teach political
science at Benedictine College, his alma
mater. Needing a place fo live, they ac-
quired a Classic Revival home from an
heir of Frederick W. Stein, Sr., an inventor
and industrialist who built the house in 1948
In 2000, they converted it to a Bed and
Breakfast; and in 2004 their B&B gained

National Register of Historic Places status.

Each of the five bedrooms is exquisitely
decorated and has large windows over-
looking hist ison. John prepares
ach morning for

pered and spoiled

nsisting that we

r garage overnight,

eft one of their cars outside,
onsirated very clearly
eakfast is indeed

shment.

Tours

More m 1'1'\|H‘.g|'\';; T’(‘)”(‘)W% ona low
lying stretch of Coyne Creek Road.
During almost three hours we negotiate
this charming three-mile sireich of Kansas
Gumbo at an incredibly slow pace.
Most of the riders experience at least
one close encounter with “terra not so
firma.” We ride about a hundred y(ud:i
until the wheels lock up with clay and
rocks, and then start the laborious task

of dislodging the gooey, hardened mess

The Cottage House
25 North Neosho Street
Council Grove, KS 66846
(620) 767-6828

www.cottagehousehotel.com

The Cottage House is a beautifully
restored Prairie Victorian Hotel located
in the heart of the Flint Hills, in historic
Council Grove. The hotel began as a
three-room cottage and blacksmith shop
in 1867.In 1871, the next owners built
a two-story brick house, engulfing the
coftage, and began the Cottage House's
history as a boarding house. The building
expanded from boarding house to hotel
when a 5,000-square-foot, two-story
Queen Anne slyle addifion was completed
in 1879. The hotel is on the National
Register of Historic Places and its 28
rooms are decorated and furnished in
keeping with the period in which they
were built. Modern comforts include
private baths, cable TV, high-speed
broadband wireless Internet, telephones,
clock radios and air conditioning. A
continental breakfast is served each

morning
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© They’re farming the wind here with at least a hundred turbines.

with sticks and tire irons. After doing
this several times, | remove the over
stuffed panniers, carry them forward
and then walk back and ride or walk
the lightened KIR to the panniers. It
heh’)ﬁ a little, but wn“u’rg the Hecvy
bags through the muck is exhausting
Eventually, the road becomes solid
enough for me to reattach the panniers

and ride out

We finally arrive in Cottonwood Falls,
the epicenter of William Least HeatMoon's

rf

e
E
(=

critically acclaimed book Prairy
pays splendid homage to the land, people
and history of Chase County, Kansas
We stumble into the Emma Ch

about an hour late, for

tions. Our guides are well k

owner, who doesn’t seem the least bit
surprised by our late arrival or our mud
caked appearance. Excellent home cook-
ing, including freshly baked pies for des-
sert, is enjoyed by all. This renews our

energy OHC“ II?\‘, our spirits

Compared to the morning’s adven

tures, the remainder of our ride to Arkan

sas City is fairly tame. An interesting
stop along the way, though, is the tiny
town of Beaumont. The Beaumont Hotel
is a favorite Sunday lunch spot for pilots
of small (wpkmos and motcrcyd\;h
Because the airplanes land on a grass
strip just outside of town, they can be
seen taxiing down Main Street and then
pulling into the designated airplane
parking area next fo the hotel. We bid
our Kansas tour guides a hearty farewell
in Winfield and then traverse the last

few miles to Arkansas City

Saturday: Sun, at Last!

| wake up thinking what an inferesting
place eastern Kansas has been to tour
The Flint Hills, in particular, have a subtle
scenic beauty that can best be appre
ciated on the many unpaved, grave
roads. And, although the weather was
for from pcv[cd, at least we didn't F

to deal with any tornadoes

Firing up the KLR, | say goodbye to
the Sunflower State. Kansas had given us
all the motorcycle touring adventure

|MI(; b(ngm'led FO(, \’l"fl fh("n some RR »
=
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Eastern Kansas

FACTS &

Total Mileage

The roundtrip distance of the paved
route shown on the map for this tour is
approximately 850 miles. Offpavement
excursions may increase the total distance

traveled.

In General

Touring eastern Kansas in the early
spring usually means cooler tempera-
tures (60s and 70s), but that time of
year increases the risk of wel, severe
weather. The weather is usually drier
in the summer, but friple-digit tempera-

tures are common then too

How to Get There

The most direct routes to eastern
Kansas are I-35 from north and south
and |70 from east and west.

Food & Lodging

There are numerous family-owned res-
taurants along the route. We particularly
enjoyed the home cooking at the Emma
Chase Café in Cottonwood Falls, KS. The
historic hotels and B&Bs provided enjoyable
accommodations, but St. Martin’s Bed &
Breakfast in Atch

all by itself — just excellent!

on, KS, was in a class

Roads & Biking
Kansas has several hundred thousand

miles of roads and around 90 percent of
them are dirt or gravel. The designated
roads for this tour (on the accompanying
map), however, are paved. Although most
roads are straight, you can find several

exceptions: Grouse Creek Road west of

Arkansas City connecting to US-166; SR-57
between Junction City and SR-177; Sky-
line Mill Creek Scenic Tour (Old 10 Road)
from Alta Vista to Alma; and SR-99 and
SR-4 from Alma to Alta Vista




j&l Irs.

INFORMATION

h are
s is laid

uth and east/

There also are many gravel and dirt roads, w
great fun on a dual-sport motorcycle. Because Karn
>ut in one-mile-square sections, with north
great effort

west roads surrounding thos ctions, it

become “hopel . By that | mean sooner or later
you're bound to intersect with a major highway that puts
you back on course. Therefore, there’s relatively little risk in
doing some ad hoc off-pavement navigation Another option
s fo contact the folks at Ba 1ds Touring — Kansas and

k their recommendations for off-pavement routes. They

may even volunteer to gulde you

The designated paved roads of this tour are perfect for
cruisers and touring bikes and don't require a high level of
rider skill. Although some of the gravel roads also ar
for more experienced riders on these types of bikes, | recomm
dualksport motorcycles for anyone planning to explore off-pav
ment routes extensively. All riders should keep an eye on the
and seek shelter when threatening weather devels
Addresses & Phone Numbers

Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum

Atchison, KS, (913) 367-4217

Backroads Touring — Kansas

www.backroadstouring.or:

Beaumont Hotel

Beaumont, KS, (620) 843-2422

Dalton Defenders Museum

Coffeyville, KS, (620) 25

Emma Chase Café, 317 Broadway, Cottonwood Falls, KS
(620) 273-60
Historic Hays House Restaurant & Tavern
112 W. Main St., Council Grove, KS, (620) 767-5911
Maloan’s Restaurant
N.W. Corner of 4" and Oak on the Square
Garnett, KS 66032, (785) 1152616
Mel’s General Store

10 E. Main St., Sedan, KS, (620) 725-3494

]

The Old Hoof and Horn at the Riverhouse Restaurant
rcial St., Atchison, KS, (913) 3

Pony Expresso & Deli

718 Broadway, Marysville, KS,

Pony Express Museum
Marysville, KS, (785) 562-3825

Ru:‘ry‘s Restaurant
N. National Ave., Fort Scott, KS, (620) 223-4777
3 Motel

l. Summit, Arkansas City, KS, (620) 442-8885

Books & Maps
PrairyE s William Least Heat-Moon, Houghton Mifflin
0., , ISBN 0395486025, $19.95
The Kansas Atlas & Gazetteer, Delorme, 1997,
ISBN 0899333427, $19.95

Motorcycle & Gear
2006 Kawasaki KIR 650
Helmet: Nolan N-Com
cket: Olympia Bu ! et
: Olympia Airg
Boots: Oxtar

Gloves: Olympia Accordian

2 Overpants

Luggage: | & Becker Panniers and Dual Star Tank Bag
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